30th January 2012

Dear Parents and Carers,

Re: Staying on Green and Going for Gold

We are writing to keep you informed about the changes we have recently made to our behaviour policy. These changes have taken place as part of our ongoing efforts to provide a safe and happy learning environment for our children, where they are able to achieve success in all areas of school life and be the best they can be.  
Your child may already have mentioned our new 'Golden Rules'. These clear and simple rules have been devised by the children on School Council with support from our teachers. They underpin our policy and everyone will follow them in school:
· Be Gentle, Helpful and Friendly;

· Always try your best;

· Listen to everyone;

· Be honest and fair;

· Look after property;

· Stay safe.

To help both teachers and pupils promote and monitor good behaviour, we will use a traffic light system which is displayed in every classroom. Each child begins their day on 'Green' and will stay there by following the Golden Rules. We know most of our children will consistently do so and many will exceed them as they challenge their learning further, through extraordinary effort, or go out of their way to help someone.  We want to make sure these children are acknowledged and we will call this 'Going for Gold'. Of course, our children will sometimes need support and guidance to follow the rules and our traffic light system gives them an opportunity to do the right thing.  In summary, the three levels are:
· Green signifies that a child is following the Golden Rules and is the starting point for every child each day.  If a rule is not followed, the child will be given a gentle prompt and reminder of the rule that needs to be followed.  

· Amber signifies that a child has continued to ignore a rule even after a reminder was given.  Again the child has a chance to get things right and once their behaviour improves, he or she will go back on Green.  

· Red indicates that a child has persistently displayed unacceptable behaviour.  A Red Card will be issued and the child will be sent to the Headteacher to explain how they received it. This also results in the loss of one playtime and loss of some golden time in the case of KS2 children.  After the child has seen the Headteacher, he or she will be given a fresh start and go back to Green. 

Parents will be informed if a child receives two Red Cards in a single week.

Children who are always on Green can 'Go for Gold' and will be rewarded with Gold Stars for extraordinary effort or good behaviour. Children who receive two gold stars in one week will be awarded a Golden Ticket which is an invite to a special Movie Club that takes place on Friday afternoons.  As the club continues after the normal school finish time, one week's notice is given and parental permission will be sought beforehand. 

In addition, we will continue to use the following to reward children for their positive behaviour, effort and achievement:
· Stickers, House Points and Excellent Stickers;

· Golden Time;

· Diamond Awards.
If you would like to read our Behaviour Policy in detail, it can be found on our website at www.gonerbyhillfoot.co.uk. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

We all agree that promoting high standards of behaviour and learning requires a strong partnership between staff, parents and children.  We very much appreciate your support, and look forward to continuing to work together on this to provide the best possible school experience for your child.

Yours sincerely
Claire Stylianides


Linda Wall

Headteacher



Deputy Headteacher
